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It'sa
good year.

For flies,
maybe.

That's what
I meant.

"It's a good year!"
they buzz...
flies at the gate

Kobayashi Issa

There are
too many flies,
I'm going inside.
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I go back in
my thatched hut...
the fly does the same

Kobayashi Issa




I know where
my hut is.

"This way to the hut!"
the horsefly
flies

Kobayashi Issa

it's a good world!
one more, help yourself
flies on my rice

Kobayashi Issa




Leave me
alonel
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Don't you see
I'm working?

Sorry,
I don't see it.

Are you
writing a haiku
about me?

Yes,
unfortunately.




Did you just
add a haiku under
my haiku?

It wasn't a renku,

you know.

I don't know
what to write

You can write about

how I went to flight school

and can do this.

I'll win the
Mainichi Award,
for sure.

I think

9 so too!
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"Where there's people
there's flies
and Buddhas*"
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*Kobayashi Issa

Am I the fly
or the Buddha?
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I feel a strong
urge to meditate.
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CanI
have rice?

Can I suck
your blood?
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the wildflowers
a-buzz with flies
making love

Kobayashi Issa
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Wait!
What's your phone
number?
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Why are there so many flies
in the house?

They're my
relatives.
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What are they doing here?

I invited them to
the baby shower.
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The baby shower?!
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Your wife
gave birth?

Cutest maggots

Congrats on
becoming a father.

Did you pick
a hame?
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I picked 500!
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Alicia, Bob, Charlie . . .
Are you writing any of these
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Then how will we know
what the kids are
called?

You're gonna throw
a birthday party
for your 500 kids?

It's gonna
be packed.

Flying room
only.
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What would you like
for your birthday,
little Joey?

at my home

the flies too, a year older...

seacoast

Kobayashi Issa

This party is
out of control.

Why do you
say that?

Is the music
too loud?




This fly is driving me crazy.
I need to get out of the house.

Maybe I should go to the Haiku
North America conference.
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At HNA conference. |

I hear there's
a lot of buzz around
your next book.

Please don't use
that word.




my clean-shaven head—
the flies
stomp on it

Kobayashi Issa

And Basho
said, eh...

Conference
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Do you have to
follow me everywhere
I go?

We're friends.

Friends don't land on my
head while I'm presenting
at a conference.




Where are you
taking me?

To our
new home.
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We're gonna live
in an outhouse?

It's the
best day of
my lifel

I'm sorry
I ate your rice and
got on your nerves.

I forgive you.
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the winter fly
I spare, the cat
snatches
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Kobayashi Issa




Since 2007, Old Pond Comics delights poets of all levels by poking fun at haiku rules, illustrating
famous haiku poems, and following the adventures of Master Kawazu and his apprentice Kaeru.

In 2014, the author of Old Pond Comics received a grant from the Canada Council for the Arts to

develop new characters. The fly was one of them.

It's too quiet '
inside the house I'm gonna open

the window.

Maybe a fly
will come in.

What better way to learn haiku than through cartoons?
Start reading now at www.oldpondcomics.com

Follow Me
Twitter.com/oldpondcomics
Facebook.com/oldpondcomics

Subscribe to my blog
o receive comics by e-mail

http://oldpondcomics.wordpress.com



Is there anything more annoying than a fly in the house?

A haiku poet tries to get rid of a fly that lives in his house. When everything fails, the poet
must learn to live in peace with the annoying insect (and its 500 children) until it decides to
leave on its own.

The book contains 25 comic strips including 9 haiku-comics inspired by Kobayashi Issa's
poems franslated by David 6. Lanoue (haikuguy.com/issa).

Yes,
unfortunately.

Are you
writing a haiku
about me?
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Learn Haiku Through Cartoons
www.oldpondcomics.com




